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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . An apparatus for tracking usage information for^ar; 
forming device, comprising: 

an image forming device; 

processing circuitry ^s^6ciated with the image forming device and 
operative to detect consj^^fffable usage information at the image forming device; 
and 

memop^ coupled with the processing circuitry and operative to store a 
data file conj^ning the user information, the output job information, and the 
usage inrormation. 




2. The apparatus of claim 1 whjBfieHrltlS'^ta file is a census^ 
transaction data file comprising^^eorgTaccounting information of consumables 
utilized by the imag^^fcTrming device when generating output jobs. 

3. The apparatus of claim 2 wherein the information^ 
consumables comprises paper usage and the output job oofffprises a print job. 

4. The apparatus of claim 2^>/^/lTerein the information of 
consumables comprises toner usage, 

5. The apparatds of claim 1 wherein the usage information of the 
data file includes data pa<^kets containing consumable usage information. 



6. JFfie apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a local area 
network (LAJiif and a client computer, wherein the client computer and the 
image forfhing device each communicate with the local area network (LAN). 




7. The apparatus of claim e^iurtheTcomprising a domain 
controller, wherein a user submjls^print job to the image forming device from 
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the client computer, and wherein the domain controller verifies identifici 
the user. 

8. The apparatus of c\a\rcy^ wherein the image forming device 
includes a user interface, and wjjefein a walk-up user submits a copy job to the 
image forming device via tj>^user interface. 



reader 



9. ./The apparatus of claim 8 wherein the user interface includes a 
Jfative to identify the walk-up user. 



10. A hard copy output device usablgjiA«th-a^t)cal area network^ 
(LAN) and a client computer, comprish; 

processing circuitry cotmnunicating with the hard copy output device 
and operative to receive data packets from the client computer over the 
LAN that identifies a^ser and a print job; and 

menipfy coupled with the processing circuitry and operative to store a 
data file comaining the LAN data packets and consumable usage information. 



1 1 . The hard copy device of claim 10 wherein the cojiv&trrnable 
usage information comprises paper usage and toner us^oe^ollected at the hard 
copy output device corresponding with print jq^v<j6mpletion. 

12. The hard copy devkie of claim 1 1 further comprises a user 
interface configured to enabie^^^a^jser to input a user identification. 

13. The hr&rd copy device of claim 10 wherein cost information is 
collected at the h&rd copy output device on a print-job-by-print-job basis. 



The hard copy device of claim 10 wherein the hard copy output 
devics/^crements page counts to obtain cost information. 
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15. The hard copy devicejjf-etenTTTTr further comprising an LDAP 
^ server and a local areaji&twSrk (LAN), wherein the LDAP server nnaintains user 
3^ informalii>n--arTff is operative to implement consumable cost recovery 




16. A method of accounting for consumable.4j«ag^tor an image 
forming device, comprising: 

collecting data identifyjpg^user and a print job; 
storing the data Lpr^memory of the image forming device; 
generating a^rint job with the image forming device; 
determrtiing consumable usage data at the image forming device; and 
sj€mng the consumable usage data in the memory of the image 
forming^evice. 




17. The method of claim 16 wher^eifHlTe^step of storing the 
2 consumable usage data in the mem5w;y^cbmprises storing the page usage and the 

3\ toner usage in the memorv-'ar^sociated with the data identifying the user and the 



\ toner usage in the memory 
/"^ print job. 




y 




18. The method of claim 16 
a print job comprises packet dat 




data is 



19. Jthe method of claim 18 wherein the step of collecting packet 
out at a client personal computer. 




20. The method of claim l^-Jwher^TrTThe step of generating a prirrT 
job comprises request] ng^^p-prtfTt job from a client computer and forwarding the 



request over a Ipe^Tarea network to the image forming device. 
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